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Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
G (GN3MD-P G r(GNr?MD -P (be) stupid
G G3N G Grr?N fail
L K&-G L K&-G (be) able (to)
G &HD G MD G &HD G3MD move away, migrate
L CICI&(E L @CICl&r(E break wind, fart
LO& LO& shiny
LG HD LG HD yawn
LO HD LO HD step (v)
L(MI&( L(MI&( doves
LHIAG L(HIAr G dirts
L O& L >0& songs
GKL GKL maybe
L MIAHD M L r MIAHD M joints
L HI LrHI calabashes
L EAL LrEArL pens
L JG LrJG penises
LO N MD LO N3MD compounds
L(L L r(L branches
G (GKKA G r(G K3KAr labour (n), birth pains
G (G3GHDG Gr(Gr?2GHD G giraffe
L MIA L MIAr midribs of palms
LHIL LHIL hills
L HD MD Mi L HD MD Mi intestinal worm




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
L HD MD Ml L HD MD M millipede
L -MI L-Mir hips
L O L 30 peppers
LL LL holes
LO LO ribs
L Ml L Ml days
L MI L MI knives
LMITK LMITK fingers
L MI& L Mi& enemies
L MI& L MI& fat
L MIAG HD L MIAr G HD toes
L L shell (of groundnut)
G3G Gr?G cricket
L3O L r?0 muds
L3S L r?S mushrooms
LL LL batteries
L L& L L& mudblocks
L L&( L L&r( crabs
LL&(NJ L L&r(N3J tarantulas
L LA HI L LAr HI guinea fowls
LL LL charcoal
LL LL headpads
L Mi L Mi snails
LMI CDCDCI LMI CDCDCD rape
L MI& L MI& corpses
L MI&MI L MI&MI locusts
L Ml L Ml slimes
L MQA L MQAr mountains




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
G MDAHD NMD G MDAr HD |N MD (be) bald
L MlI L MI back of heads - plural
L MQ L MQ bushes
L HI&G L HI&G abscesses
L S- LS- shoe, sandal
L.G Lr,G bags
G,L Gr,L vine
G,L Gr,L whip (n)
L,O Lr,O mortar, pounding pot
L,L& LrlL& giraffes
L,.L LAGHD Lr.Lr LArGHD sole
L J&( L J&r( beeswax, bee-bread
L J&(G L J&r(G cocoon
LJL LJL partridges
GJG GJG burn (n)
L-MQ L-MQ antenna
L -MI L-MIr cloths
L -MI L -MI jaws
LG(HIG LG(HIG onion
GGL GGL if
GGL GGL perhaps
L Ml L Mlr virgins
LMIT LMIrT fireplaces - plural
LS LSr lie (n) (falsehood)
L&O L&O flutes
L&O L&Or leprosies
L&HI G HI L&HI G HI mosquitoes
L O& L O& legs (thighs)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
LG LrG buckets
L O LrO palm branches
L G& LrG& hats
L M LrrMi debts
G HIHD G HIHD who?
L HI&L L HI&L bats
LHI L LHIrL argue
LHI G LHIrG argument
L 30 Lrr?0 breaking nut shells into small pieces
GJG GJG needle
L L&CD&CD E L@L&CD&CD H monitor lizards
L MQ& LOMQ& years
LAG LAr G noses
LA OA LAr OA chiefs
LA L HI LAr L HI feet
LAL CD LAr L>CD eyelashes
LA MQ LAr MQ monies
LAMQ N N&L LAr MQ r N>Ng& (be) angry
LL LL gizzards
LG LG earrings
LO LO stars
LLA L LAr branch (of tree)
L OA L OAr seeds
LO LO gills
L MIMD L MIMD toads
L MI& L MI& machetes
L MIA HI L MIAr HI throats
L HI&L L HI&L hearts




English Gloss

Tentative lyive alphabet IPA
LG L>G (be) beautiful
L GN N&L L>G N>N&L (be) kind
G GHQ G>G HQ fishing line
LL LL any
LLNL LLNL everything
LL&CDNAN LL&CDNArN always
LL MD LL MD everybody
LLK-CI LLK-CI everywhere
LL& LL& fruit (plural)
G G& E-MD G G& E-MD fruit
LO LO big lizards
LLHI LLHI parrots
L MI L MI ears
L MQ Ml L MQ MI halves
L HI&L L HI&L liver
GLG GrLG potato
L O LrO squirrels
L MIMI L r MIMI summits
L MQ LrMQ thatches
L MQ&( L r MQ&( navals
L HIL LrHIL moles (on body)
L J&(L L J&r(L breasts
LJL LJL bitterleaves
LL LL bamboos
LL LLrr rocks
LL LL wounds
GHIG GHIG (be) sick, (be) ill
GHIG GHIG illness, disease




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
L-L 3L L-Lrr?L skirt
L-MQ&( L-MQ&r( bloods
L-MQ&(GHD G L-MQ&r(GHD G coagulate, clot
G-MI&( CDKK G-Ml&r( CD KK bleed
L-MQA L-MQAr spears
L-S HI L-S HI hail
GO G30 comb (n)
L LA L3LAr suns
LO L3O words
L Mi L3MI snakes
G Ml G3MI that (man)
L MQ L3MQ scars
L MlI L3MI eggshells
L MQ L3MQ spoons
L Ml L3MI bodies
LT L3T fences
(G HI (G HI burst (beans) more like explode
(G HI (G HI crack (v) like for an egg
(G HI (G HI hatch
(G (G lack (v)
(L (L chase (v)
(L (L follow
(MD HD GA (MD HD GA hate (v)
(HD (HD (be) used up
(HD (HD finish, complete (v)
(CDE (CDE garden
(CD& (CD& (CD& (CD& (be) slow
(CD E (CDrE draw water




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
(HD G (HD G lion
(K (K open (tr)
(K (K uncover
(KCD (KCD (be) wide
(KEO (KE30O (be) open
(KJ (KJ divide, separate (tr)
(KJ (KJ slaughter, kill (animal for butchering)
(-LO (-LO scorpion (Ig)
(-Cl (-Cl pawpaw, papaya
G&HI r>G&HI crush (tr)
MD&HD G&G r>MD&HD G&G dragonfly
HIA r>HIA many
N r>N boil (water), bubble up
ECD r>E3CD (be) hot (objects)
ECD r>E3CD (be) hot (of person)
LA LA hate (v)
MQ MQr (be) second
Cl Cl cease, stop
K K take out (from container)
KCQ KCQ come (or go) out, exit (v)
K K harvest, collect (honey from hive)
G N(L rG N(L (be) scarce
G E MI r G E3MI hardship, distress
MQ rMmQr harvest (from a tree)
HD& HD& rHD& r HD& (be) straight
HD&L r HD&L steer
HD&(HQ r HD&r(HQ twist
HD&HD r HD&HD snatch, seize




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
HD L rHDrL drive away
CD E rCDrE walk
P rP (be) sad
-CD&(E r -CD&r(E plum
HQ HQ yes
CI(ClI CI(ClI laws
CI(E CI(E drums
CI(S CI(S rain drops
Cl CI Cir>Cl names
Cl CIN&E CI>CIN&E puff adders
CI'N CIr>N swear
Cl CQ&( Clr CQ&r( axes
Cl _ Clr_ saliva
ClJ, ClrJ, socks
Cl -CQ& Clr-CQ& plums
HIHD HIHD no
CIl(ClI Clr(Clr stools
CD(CIACD CDr(CIArGgD limes
CICI CICI (be) great, (be) powerful
CICI CICI strength
CD CICD CD CICD groundnut, peanut
CIP CIPr hunchbacks
CDK CDKr cow (female)
CDCIANE CDCIArNE crossroads, intersection
Clz Clz harmattans
CIP CIPr dusts
CIBMI&(T K Clr?2MI&r(T K masks
CISE CIr?E eggs




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
CIBE CIr?E conn
CI3E&CD CIr?E&CD backs
CiICiICDCD CICICD|CD grasshoppers (sm)
CICQ& CICQ& wines
CIS CIS stones, pits
CIS&( CIS&r( shell (of turtle)
ClI,CIE MD Cl,CIE3MD buttocks
Cl1,Cl Cir,ClI wings
Cl1,CI Cir,ClI scabies (the itch)
Cl1,ClI Cir,ClI spots
Cl,Z Cir,Z lines / stripes
CI,T Clr,T dead
CI,SCDT Cir,SCDT (be) lazy
ClJ ClJ clouds
ClJ ClJ claws
ClJ ClJ nails (finger)
CDP CDP hem (n)
ClJCD CD ClJCD>CD eyebrows
Cl1J&(-Cl ClJ&r(-Cl pans
ClJ&Cl ClJ&Cl rainbows
ClJ&K J ClJ&K J paths
CDP CDPr hoe middle size (n)
ClJ ClJ vaginas
ClJCcD ClJCcD houses
CI-ClI CI-ClI bones
Ci-ClI CI-Clr shoulders
CIECD CIECD colas
CIE N CIE>N rices




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
Cl-ClI Cl1-ClI places
CD&(CQ CD&r(CQ crocodile
CI&(E Cl&r(E shit

CD&(N J-ClI CD&r(N> J-ClI fist
Cl&CD Cl&CD with
CD&E CD CD&E>CD, roots
Cl _ Clr_ chins
CDCI CDCI here
ClJ ClJ knees
ClJK-CI ClJIK-CI elbows
ClJ&(-CI ClJ&(-CI games
ClJ Cldr knots (in wood)
Cl CI Cl@Cl teeth
CIAP CIArpP waters
CIAK CIArKr caterpillar
CIA-CD CIAr-CD books
CI,.CINE CIL,CINE winds
CD,N CD CD CD,N CD>CD (be) blind
CD,N CD CD CD,N CDpCD blind person
Cl CI CI>ClI eyes
ClI CIK-CI CI>CIK-CI knuckles
CIEL G HDHI ,KCD CIEL G HDHI ,KCD fifty (50)
CDNG oD CDNG @oDb eighty (80)
CIEL GAHD CIEL GAHD hundred (100)
CIEL L CIEL L sixty (60)
CIEL G HDHI ,KCD CIEL G HDHI ,KCD seventy (70)
CIECI G CIECI G forty (40)
CIECI N HDHI ,KCD CIECI@N HDHI ,KCD ninety (90)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
CIEE CIEE stumps
ClJ ClJ foreheads
ClJ ClJ knots
ClIPJ CIPJ fishing nets
ClJdJ ClJJ occasions
ClpP ClpP pipes
CDPK CDPK okra
CDCD CDCD fishing net

CDNN N&G CD N N>N&G (be) wicked
CDN &HD E E&L CDN &HD E>E&L hate (v)
CDN MD CDN MD (be) ugly (he is ugly)
CDN HD, CDN rHD, (be) corrupt
CDN NGHD CDN N3G HD miscarriage
CIECI CIECI palm nuts
CIS CIS arms
CI-CQ CI-CQ stones
CI-CQA CI-CQAr waists
CI-CQ CI-CQ brooms
ClJ Cl ClJ ClI dew
ClJ&( Cl-J&r( black flies
CI-PA CI-PAr owls
CIMQ CI3MQ scorpions (sm)
CDCD N G CD3CD N>G right, (be) correct
CDCD NN CD3CD NN (be) wrong
CIECI CISE CI palm needles
CIECI CI3E CI thorn
CISY S CI3SY3S (be) fast
ClJ-CD CI3J-CD soups




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
GG GG (be) fast
GG GG (be) fast
CICQ& CICQ& (be) light (not heavy)
CD CD blow (with mouth)
KCI KCI blow (of wind) (v)
KCI KCI fan (v)
-CQ& -CQ& termite hill
@) @) tear (tr)
LHI N MD L HI N3MD compound
LEL L E3L (be) torn
(G rG drop (tr)
(G r(G fall (intr)
(@] r(O branch (of tree)
(G-CD r(G-CD (be) tired
(MD HD r(MD HD (be) fat, (be) thick
(MI&HI LA r(MI&HI LA despise, disdain
(CDE r(CDE cut down (tree)
(EA r(EA lots
(N r(N capsize
(ECD r(ECD beat
(ECD r(E CD flap the wings
(T r(T bark (as dog) (v)
MQ MQ partridge (red legs)
MD HQ MD HQ bend, crook, curve (n)
MD HQ MD HQ coil (rope) (v)
CD CD CD CD (be) equal
CD CD CD CD (be) straight
HD L HD L knead




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
HD&L HD&L return, go back
HD&L L J&(L HD&L L J&(L nurse, suckle (baby) (tr)
CDE CDE belch
MD MD MD MD praying mantis
K MI K Ml get well, recover
KCI KCI kneel
K Kr stem, stalk (of maize, millet, etc.)
K Kr trunk (of tree)
-MD -MD cola
G G pour (nonliquid)
L CI&(E L Cl&r(E diarrhea
G HI G HI hang up
L HD L HD (be) tight
MD -MlI MD -Ml husk (corn) (v)
MD L MD L weed (V)
MD M MD Ml sharpen, bring to point (stick)
MI MI Ml MI MI MI (be) narrow
CD&( CD&r( blow down
CD&( CD&r( knock down, knock over (an object)
HD&(G HD&r(G conquer, defeat
HD&(G HD&r(G overtake, pass (tr)
CD&N CD&N (be) first
HD HI HD HI set (trap)
A A begin
EO EO two (2)
cover (V)
stop up
T undress




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
J&G J&G smell (v)
J&K J&K stutter
JG JG blow nose
JCD JCD (be) crooked
KJ KJ throw (water)
-R -R skin (animal) verb
-MD Ml -MD Ml peel (with hands)
-MD Ml -MD Ml strip off (bark)
N(MI&( N(MI&r( dove
N(ClI N(CI law
N(HIA G N(HIAr G dirt
N(HIA G N(HIAr G dirt, soil
E(E E(E small(est) drum
E(S E(S rain drop
E O& E r>0& song
N O N r>0 suffer
E MQ E r>MQ rattle
E MIMI E r>MI Ml summit, highest point
N MD M N r>MD Ml thatch (n)
N MQ&( N r>MQ&r( navel
E ClI E r>ClI name
E CD Er>CD hairs
N CI N r>ClI beard
N CI N r>ClI hair (of body)
N CI N r>ClI hair (of head)
E CIN&E E r>CIN&E puff adder
E HIA E r>HIAr circumcision (male)
E N Er>Nr (be) flat




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
EENE Er>ENE respect (v)
E _ Er>_ rattle (musical instrument)
E SHI E r>S HI peck (tr)
N J N r>J knot
N P N r>P forehead
E JK&J E r>J K&J (be) deep
E JK&J E r>J K&J deepen
N -CI N r>-ClI shame (n)
N CQCD CD Nr>CQCDP>CD (be) shy
N LMD N LMD inheritance
E O& E O& hawks
EL ErL liquids
E L NHI ErL NHI intestines
E CQ ErCQr journeys
EHIJ ,0&0 E HIJ r,0&0 gods
NKCIN N KCIN rustle (leaves) (v)
N (LAHDHD N r(LAr HD HD widen
N (HI G Nr(HI G veins
N MD K&MD N MDr K&MD nape of neck
NEL NEL hill
NP NPr hump (of hunchback)
NP NPr hunchback
E -MD E -MD pigs
N -MD N -MD pig
E -Ml E-Mlr hip
EO E 30 red pepper, hot pepper
N G HI N G HI (be) proud
EL EL hole




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
EL EL pit
EO EO rib (one set)
EO EO side (of body)
NL CI'S NL CIrS hiss
E MI E MI day
N Ml N Ml knife
EMI GG EMI3G G when?
N MI& N MI& enemy
EECQ EECQ rats
NNCQ NNCQ rat
EZE EZE beginning
EJL EJL valleys
E J&L E J&L odour, smell (n)
E J&L E J&L stink, smell (bad)
NK J NKrJ chaff
NK J NKrJ dust (in the air)
N3O Nr?0r mud
N3MD&(T J N r?MD&r(T J mask (n)
N3MD N r?MD lump (clay, mud)
N3MD J N r?MD J hunger
E3MIAHD Ml E r?MIAHL joint
E3CQ&( E r?CQ&r( axe
E3E E r?E egg
E3N Er?N flies
N3N N r?N fly (n)
N3N&CI N r?N&CI back
N3N&CI N r?N&CI behind
N3EA N r?EAr mirror




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N3EA G N r?EAr G pen
N3NA N N r?NAr N termite

N3EANE Nr?EANE termites
E3S Er?S mushroom
E3_- Er?_- wild cats
N3T-J N r?T-J wild cat
N3KL N r?KL penis
EG EG leaves
E O N&MD& E O N&MD& (be) same
EL EL ropes
E L&( E L&r( crab
N L&(NJ N L&r(N3J tarantula
N O N O proverb
E LAHI E LAr HI guinea fowl
EO EO baskets
EO EO headpad
N G HI N G HI meaning (n)
N Ml N Ml snail
E MI& E MI& corpse
E MI&MI E MI&MI locust
N MQ N MQ slime (organic)
E Ml E MI back of head
EMQ EMQ bush
E MQ E MQ bush country, rural area
NCICDCD NCICDCD grasshopper (sm)
N CD& N CD& palm wine
N CD& N MIHD -ClI N CD& N MIHD -CI (be) drunk
ECI&N E ECI&N E brideprice (for bride’s family)




English Gloss

Tentative lyive alphabet IPA
ES ES stone, pit
ES K-CI ES K-CI palm (of hand)
EST EST testicle
E_ E_ chickens
NTJ NTJ chicken
NTJ G& NTJ G& duck
NS K G&HI NS K G&HI ducks
E.G Er,G (be) poor
N,G Nr,G bag
N,GNHDKK N r,G N3HD K K pocket
N ,G&HI N r,G&HI giraffe
E.L ErLr covers (of books)
E ,MI& E r,MI& bottles
E,CI ErClI spot (n)
E.S ErS wither (plant)
EJ EJ cloud
EJCDCI EJCDCI corns
NKCICD NKCICD corn cob
NKCICD NKCICD maize, corn
N K&G -Cl N K&G -Cl suit (clothes)
E J&CI E J&CI python
E J&CI E J&CI rainbow
NJL NJL partridge
NJ CI NJrClI heap (n)
EJGL EJGL burn (intr), blaze
EJ EJ vagina
N -L HD N -L HD cackle (as of chicken)
E-L E-L skins




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
E -MI E -MI moles
N -Ml N -MI mole
E -Ml E -Ml firewood
E -MI E -MI trees
N -Ml N -MIr cloth
E MIMD E MI MD cassavas
E Ml EMlr virgin
NMI'T NMIrT fireplaces
N NCI N NCI cola nut
EE $b EERD rice
EJCDE EJCDE (be) old (not young)
EJCDE EJCDE senile person
N&G Hi N&G HI flute
E&O E&O give birth
E&MQ E&MQ necks
E&MQ E&MQ swell (intr)
E&MI L E&MIL thirst
E&CI E&CI poisons
N&HD G N&HD G mosquito
N&CQ NKCD N&CQr NKCD sprout (V)
E&HI HI E&HI r HI end (n)
E&CQ E&CQ left (direction)
EL EL paddles
N G HI N G HI some (men)
EMQ EMQ birds
N MD HI N MD HI bird
N MDA Ml N MDAr Ml feast (n)
N G NrG rubber




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
EL ErL hoes
EO Ero mudfishes
N O NroO mudfish (lives in the mud during dry season)
N G& NrG& hat
E _ Er_ chin
E JHDJEANL ErrJHDJEArNL (be) perfect
E -L Err-L doors
N 3L Nrr?L lifestyle
N 3MI N rr?Ml debt
EJ EJ knee
E JK-CI E JK-CI elbow
E J&(MD Ml E J&r(MD Ml tongues
N J&(-ClI N J&r(-Cl game
N J&(-CI N J&r(-Cl play (child) (intr)
N J NJr knot (in wood)
EL E@L ground, land
E O& E@O& animals
N O& N@O& animal
N O& N@O& meat
EL&G TGT EQL&G TGT pangolins
N G&G SLS N@G&G SLS pangolin, scaly anteater
N G&CI&CD E N@G&CI&CDr[E monitor lizard
N O N@O today
ELG E@QL@G horses
NGG NOG@G horse
N O N@O r semen
E O E@O grinding stones (lower)
N MQ& N@MQ& dry season




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N MQ& N@MQ& year
N CQ N@CQ what?
N E N@E yesterday
EAG EAr G nose
NA L NAr L (be) different
NA GA NAr GA chief, headman
NAG CD NAr G>CD eyelash
NA MQ NAr MQ money
EACIN EAr CIN now
NACI CI CQ NAr ClrCl@CQ agreement
NACI J -G NArCirJdr-G promise (n)
EAP EAr P feathers
NA CD NAr3CD after
N,ECDE N,ECDE request (n)
N,K KHD N,K KHD flying
N L N>L gizzard
N G N>G earring
N G N>G star
N G HD N>G r HD swim
E OA E>OAr kernel (of corn, maize)
E OA E>OAr seed
E MIMD E>MI MD toad
N MQ N>MQ (be) engaged, (be) betrothed
N MQ N>MQ (betrothed boyfriend)
N MQ N>MQ e (betrothed girlfriend)
N Ml& N>MI& machete, cutlass
E Ml E>MIr soldier ants
N Mi N>MI r army ant, soldier ant




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
E CI E>CI eye
E CQ E>CQ monkies
N CD N>CD monkey
E CIK-CI E>CIK-CI knuckle
E E&L E>E&L heart
N E N>E lower (tr)
EJ E>J fishes
N J N>J fish
EJCI EJCI farms
E-LA E -LAr rivers
EL EL worlds
N G HI N G HI big lizard
N L HI N L HI parrot
E Ml E Ml grasses
E MI E MI pestles
E MQ EMQ roofs
E MI& E MI& works
E MQ&( E MQ&r( leaf stems
E MQA E MQAr crow (as a rooster) (v)
N HI N HI lay (eggs)
E HQA E HQA loads
EE EE twenty (20)
NN (G ,KCD NN r(G,KCD thirty (30)
EE L &G&J EE L &G&J twenty-one (21)
NN G HDO NN G HDO twenty-two (22)
EEMD E EMD town, city
EG ErG tails
EO Ero

bridges




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N G NrG squirrel
N HIL NrHIL mole (on body)
N KJ NrkKJ palpitate (of heart)
EK EK pots
N K N K pot (for water)
NJK N J K fishing net (by hand)
EJJ EJJ occasion
NKJ NKJ tobacco pipe
EJJL EJJL lamps
E J& E J& guns
E J&(L E J&r(L breast
N J&(-CD N J&r(-CD shelter (n)
EJL EJL bitterleaf
E MI E 3MI (be) last
E MI E 3MI bottom
E Ml E 3MI buttock
N MD N 3MD family
N L N L (be) sharp
E O&( E O&r( antelopes
N O&( N O&r( antelope
EL EL bow (hunting)
EL EL wound, sore
EECI EECI palm nut
EE EE dances
E-L E-L dogs
N-L N-L dog
E-MI E-MI goats
N-MI N-MI goat




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N-MQ N-MQr marriage (state of wedlock)
N-MQ N-MQr wedding (ceremony)

N-MI N CD N-MIr NdrCD divorce (v)
N-MQ&( N-MQ&r( blood
E-MQ E-MQrr rooster combs
E-MQA E-MQAr lance (spear) (n)

N-CQ N-CQ incubate, sit (on eggs)
N-CQN N-CQN breath

E-CI E-ClI moons

E-CQ E-CQ stone (small)

N-CD NGMI T N-CD NG MIrT cooking stone

E-CQA E-CQAr waist
N-CQ N-CQ broom
E-P E-Pr lice
N-K N-K'r louse
E-JL E-JL rains
E-J& E-J& (be) innocent
E-P&( E-P&r( black fly
E-PA E-PAr owl
E-JKCD-J E-JKCD-J dusts
EO MDJ E3O0 MDJ nest
E L&HD HI E3L&HD HI shine
EL E3L right (direction)
E OA E3OAr rafters
N LA N3LAr sun
ELA NKCD E3LAr NKCD sunrise
NLA NCD N3LAr NCD sunset
N GA N O& N3GAr N30& sunshine




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
EL E3L buffaloes
N L N3L buffalo
N O N30 voice
N O N30 word
N Mi N3MI snake
E Ml E3MI bees
E Ml E3MI honey
EMQ E3MQ ants
N MD Ml N3MD MI ant
N M MD N3M™ MD announcement
E MQA E3MQAr sheeps
N MQA N3MQAr sheep
E Ml E3MI eggshell
N MQ N3MQ spoon (traditional)
E MI E3MI body
EMI NN NCD E3MI NN r>NCD fever (not malaria)
E HI E3HI foods
NCD N3CD tradition, custom
NCQ N3CQ fashion
E E&CI E3E&CI dark
E E&CI E3E&CI darkness
E E&CI E3E&CI night
NT N3T fence (n)
N_ N3_ scorpion (sm)
EJ E3J porcupines
N J N3J porcupine
NJ-CD N3J-CD soup, broth
3G 3G r?’G r?G (be) dim




English Gloss

Tentative lyive alphabet IPA
3N r?N deceive
3NA CI r?NAr Cl wave (hand as a greeting) (v)
G G fry
R R tell, recount (story)
L-MDHD R L-MDHD rR (be) eloquent
G HI&CD G HI&CD inside
G HI,G G HI,G beside
G,G GrG box
G.,G GrG coffin
L KMD L KMD outside
LL LL there
G& G& squeeze
G& G& wring out
@) Or (be) thin (thing)
L HD L HD which (one)?
G HI G HI imitate
G G& G@G& lion
GA HI GAr HI close, shut (tr)
GAHD LA GAr HD r,LA tighten (tr)
L,HD G L.HD G lots (non countable)
GJL GJL market (n)
G HI G HI pass
G HD G HD turn over (tr)
GHD GHD turn round (intr)
G G annoy, disturb
G G know (something or someone)
MD MD carry (in arms)
MD MD comfort (v) baby




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
MD MD polish
MD Ml MD Ml wipe off
MD MIMD MD MIMD butterfly
MI MI MD Ml MIMI MD MI cheek
MD MD hold
MQ N&(KJ MQ N&r(KJ intercede, mediate
MI&(MQ MI&r(MQ plantain
Ml Ml r raise, lift
MD MD r ascend, go up
MDA MI MDAr MI truth
MIA M1 MIAr MI heap up
MIA HD MIAr HD (be) smooth
MDA S MDAr S ruminate, chew cud
HI &MQ& HI &MQ& once
HD(MD HD(MD mat
HD HI HD r HI before
HD HI HDrHIr calabash
HI J(J HIirJ@J sock
HD (HDHDL HIO HDr(HDHDLrH|OTr spider
HI MIA J HI MIAr J midrib of palm-frond
HI MD HI MD (be) rotten
CICI CICI (be) new
HIST HIST shell (g'nut)
HI-CDN HI-CDN pus
HD3G HD HD r?G r HD much
CD3E CDr?E jigger
HI L HD HI HI L HD HI charcoal (one piece)
HD MIHI MD HD MIHI MD frog (sm)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
HD MD HD MD forest
HI MI MD Ml HI MI MD Ml cheek (one)
HI ,CINE HIr,CINE feather
HI J&(HD M HI J&(HD M beehive
HI -MI MD Ml HI -MI MD MI horn
CILGHD CILGHD where?
HIHIHIL HI HIHIL Six (6)
HIHIHIL G &MI&) HIHIHIL G &MI&J seven (7)
HD HD HD HD HD HD cold weather
CDE CDE pour (liquid)
HD&L HD&L bump (v), knock against
HD&L HD&L hit, strike
HD&L HD&L knock
HD&(CD HD&r(CD room
CD&E NE CD&E>N E root
HI L HI'L gift
HIL HIL sacrifice
HI L&HD HI HI L&HD HI thigh
HI L HD HI Hlr L HD HI palm branch, frond
HD,L HD,L side (of something)
HI,CI,.Z HI,CI,Z air (breathed)
HI,Cl,Z HI,Cl,Z wind (n)
HI L HD HI HI L HD HI gill
HD MD HD MD fish trap
HI MI HI HI MI HI beggar
HD MDA HQ HD MDAr HQ throat
HD HIA HI HDA HD HIAr HI HDAr hiccough (n)
HIG HIG (be) third

$#




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
HI Ml HI Ml ear
HD MDA Ml HD MDAr MI frog (Ig)
HI HI HI HI walking stick
CIE CIE look for
CIE CIE want, desire (v)
HI MQ Hir MQ taste (n)
HD HI HD r HI tickle (v)
HI L HI HI L HI bamboo
HD OA HD OAr lizard
HDHILL HDHILL whisper (v)
HDCD CICD HDCDrCICD gecko
E _ E3_ (be) difficult
E _ E3_ lack
E(K E(K grasshopper (Ig)
E MI HI E r>MIr HI squat
E CI E r>Cl drought, famine
E ECD Er>ECD hot weather
EE Er>E medicine
NT P NTrP (be) naked
N GA GA N 3GAr 3GAr marsh
N MD N 3MD latrine, toilet
E MI MI E MIMI empty shell
N (CQ Nr(CQr stool
N G HI N G HI twin
N MD K-CI N MD K-CI finger
NMD-CDKGHD NMD-CDKGHD thumb
N MDA G HI N MDAr G Hi toe
NZ NZ harmattan




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
NN E NNrE mud wasp
EK EK foam
N J NJr mad person
N3N&CD N3N&CD N r?N&CD N r?N&CD backward (direction)
E3ZA E r?ZA stupid person
N3NA E3NA N r?NAr E r?NA shadow
EL EL battery
EL EL thing
EGG EGG hoe large (n)
E L&HI E L&HI mud block
E Ml E Ml hide (of animal)
E Ml E Ml skin (animal) (v)
N MQ& N MQ& barren woman
E MIMD M E MIMD MI chair
N MDA N MDAr mountain
E MDA N3N&CI E MDAr N r?N&CI spine, backbone
N HD&G N HD&G abscess
NNENN NNENN bird - with owl like noise in daytime
E.ENE ErrENE line / stripe
N J N J fingernail
E -ClI E -ClI bone (another way of expressing it)
N ClI N ClI sharpen (knife)
N HD&( N HD&r( far
N N N N finish
N CQ N 3CQ far
E&L&L E&L&L deaf (mute) person
N&G N&G r leprosy
N&(E N&r(E pay (for goods, services, etc.)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N&(E N&r(E take revenge
E&S&I K J E&S&JI K J bell
E LA HI E LAr Hi bed
N Nr_ bark (of tree)
N ClI N ClI this (man)
EEEE EEEE eight (8)
E CQ E@CQ tooth
E,MD E,MD early
E,MD E,.MD morning
N,MQ N,MQ goiter
N,MD MD N,MD MD tomorrow
E,J KJ EJrKJ corn husk (n)
NO NO tooth stick, toothbrush
EL E>L over, above
EL E>L top
EL E>L up
E HI&L E>HI&L love (v)
N CQ N>CQ orphan
N HI-CD N>HI-CD (be) happy, (be) joyful
EE E>E face
N L& N L& fruit (one)
E Ml E Ml head
E MI HQO HI HI E MI HQO HI HI headache
E MI&MI E MI&MI news
N MQ N MQ (be) short
N MQ N MQ half
N MQ N MQ log
NEE NEE stump




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N Ml MD Mi N Ml MD Ml pestle
EJKJ EJKJ okra (one)

N PA N PAr pool
EN EN (be) bad
NST NST cockroach
NST NST ringworm
N-O N-O disabled
N-CDE N-CDE ululate
E MI E3MI fishhook
E MIMD MI E3MIMD MI scar
EECI E3E CI palm needle
ETMI E3T MI yam
S&(HD S&r(HD scrape (V)
,0 r,O copulate, have sexual intercourse
0O r,O sex
,HD L r,HD L crawl
,Cl& ,Cl& rCl& r,Cl& never (w/ future tense)
,HD HD r,HD HD wrap up
,CD r,CDr decrease (intr)
,CD r,CDr subtract, take away
,HD G ,HD G rtHDrGr,HDr G (be) rough
S rS die
K P rrKrP (be) blunt, dull
J(J J(J hunt (v)
KMD KMD play instrument
KP& KP& chameleon
JG JG rejoice
JLK-S JLK-S because




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
KL KL look after
KL KL protect
KL KL wait
KG MD K G 3MD protect, defend
J&G J&G inject
J&(-CD J&r(-CD bowl
J&MD J&MD never (w/ past tense)
J&CD J&CD pound
K&K K&K path, road
K&-L K&-L chest
K&-G K&-G enough
JAJ JArJ embrace, hug (v)
KAKL KAr K3L fade (whiten)
JG JG nail (n)
K-ClI K-ClI afternoon
K-ClI K-ClI noon
JG JG pack (v)
KCI KCI clap (hands)
KCD KCD house
KCD-CD N N&HD K CD-CD N>N&HD appease, pacify
K-CQ K-CQ forearm
K-CQ K-CQ hand
-0 -O alter, change (tr)
-O -O barter, exchange (of goods)
-0 -O swap (v)
-MD MD&( -MD MD&r( hinge (door)
-MI Ml -MIMI sew
-MD MD -MD MD store (up)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
-MD HD -MD HD accumulate
G HD GrHD spread (disease, fire)

MI MI sow, plant
MD&HI MD&HI fufu
MD HI MD HI arrange
CD CD revive
CD CD wake up (intr)
HI HD HI HD (be) cold (objects)
HI HD HI HD (be) wet
NCI NCI (be) long
NCI NCI lengthen
Z (be) lost
N E N E disappear
T T stay
KJ KJ sprinkle
K&J K&J growling
K&J K&J hum (v)
J&K J&K answer, reply (v)
J&-CD J&-CD growled
KCI KCI perspire, sweat
R R lick
CD&ZzZ CD&Z (be) slippery
CD&Z CD&Z slide
&;0A &;0A (be) sour
&L &L drink
&R &R build
&R &R mould (pottery)
&G MQ &G MQ hornbill

$¢




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
&G HI &G HI bake (in ashes)
&G HI &G HI roast
&G HI &G HI singe
&G HI &G HI smoke (verb - as in fish)
&GA -P &GAr -Pr flame
&G HI &G HI again
&G-S &G-S cotton
&G-S &G-S silk-cotton tree, kapok tree
&G-S &G-S thread (n)
&G KMD MD &G3K MD3MD silk, hair (of maize)
&M & &M & one (1)
&MQ &MQr cocoyam, taro
&MD MD &MD rrMD maggot (in rotten meat)
&HI &HI I
&HINA L &HI NAr L self
&HI N&(N -Y &HI N&r(N -Y payment
&HD N N MD &HD N N3MD hurt oneself
&HI -MI HD&HI &HI -MI HD&HI pity (n)
&HD &HD leave (place)
&HI N L &HI N>L rise up (intr)
&CD& &CD& all
&HD L &HD L swallow
&HI MD MD&MI &HI MD MD&MI pimple
&CDNAN &CDNArN time
&CDNAN K GHI &CDNArN KGHI sometimes
& CIEAE -GG &CIEArE -GG when?
&CI NN &CI@N N cat
&HIA S K&J &HIAr S K&J water




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
&HIA -T &E L& &HIAr -T &E@L& (be) sleepy
&HI MQ HD&J &HI MQ HD&J alcohol (general)
&HD CI &HD CI pray
&HI Cl& &HIr Cl& salt
&CD J J &CDrJrJd calf of leg
&CD -CI -CI &CDr-Clr-ClI gossip (v)
&E EG& &E EG& tears (n)
&E L& &E@L& dream (n)
&E L& &E@L& vision (supernatural)
&E L HD&HI &E@L r HD&HI urine
&E E& SE@E& smoke
&E E E& &E>E E& necklace
&N E &N E sink (v)
&JJCl& &JJICl& oil
&8(;] i SIIS&&HI &JJCl& &G@L HD&HI oil palm
&I T& &I T& bile, gall
&K MQ &K MQr hernia (umbilical)
&K &K remember
&K &K think
&K &HD G &K &HD G hope (v)
&K L &K L swelling
&K -L &Kr-L clitoris
&J -Cl& &J -Cl& ashes
&G L &G L nobody
L L give
@) @) paddle (v)
L-CING L-CI Nr>G punish




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
G HI G HI how?
GHD GHD why?
G HI G HI stretch
G HI G HI straighten
MQ MQr cook (v)
MDA MI MDAr MI fight
MDA MI MDAr MI try

HD HD you (pl.)
HIA HD HIAr HD with (people)
CDE CDE plead, implore
NA Z NAr Z go round, detour

O @O carve

@) @O decorate

O @O mend, repair

@) @O (be) ripe

O @O ripen, become ripe
G HI @G rHI urinate

GA HI @GAr HI threaten

N ClI @N CI shake (tr)

Z @z four (4)
J&G @JI&G bite (v)
K&Cl @K&CI stab
AR ArR scratch (v)

AHDG Attr r(HD G push
A MI HD Ar Ml HD (be) generous
A MI K CD& Ar MI K CD& mother-in-law

AMDHQ Ar MD HQ snore

AMQ Alr MQ take

$!




Tentative lyive alphabet

IPA English Gloss
ACIEE ArCIEE near
ACIEE ArCIEE towards
ACD AtrCDr cut (tr)
A_ Ar _ shout (v), cry out
A-CI&CD ADr -CI&CD have, possess

A-CI&CDE CI N

ADr-CI&CDE r>Cl13

N >N>G

N G reputation
A-CD&CDN N&G G ADr -CD&CD N>N&G G coward
A-CD&CD N MD ADr-CD&CD N MD (be) wise
R R clear (land for planting)
,G HI ,G HI open (mouth)
,O ,O split open / chop in pieces
,C" ,C’ help
,CD ,CD cross (river)
,CDE ,CDE blink
,CD, ,CD, feel (for something)
,CD, ,CD, taste
,CQ ,CQ winnow, throw in air (grain) (v)
,CDE ,CDE touch, feel (active)
,ECD ,ECD mix (V)
,N CI ,N CI ask, request
N ClI N>CI fold (v)
Z Z guench, extinguish
,KCD ,KCD ten (10)

,KCD G HIHIHIL

,KCD G HIHIH

sixteen (16)

,KCD G HIHIHIL
&MDé&J

G,KCD G HIHIHIL G

&MDé&J

seventeen (17)

,KCD G &MD&J

,KCD G &MD&J

eleven (11)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
,KCD G HDO ,KCD G HDO twelve (12)
,KCD G HILAHI ,KCD G HILAH fifteen (15)
,KCD G HIG ,KCD G HIG thirteen (13)
,KCD G E E ,KCD G E@E fourteen (14)
,KCD EEEE ,KCD EEEE eighteen (18)
,KCD LE E ,KCD L E@E nineteen (19)
KP KP fly (v)
JJJ JJJ blow away (intr)
,-MD HI ,-MD HI borrow
LE E L E>E continue, resume
G NN G N>N in front of
GNNGNN G N>N G N>N forward (direction)
G HI G HI untie
LELA L E3LAr sky
@) @) scatter (tr)
G&(HI G&(HI unwrap
L HI L rHI spread out (maize) (tr)
OA OA remain, stay
OA OAr pick up from ground
MD MI MD Ml look at, watch
MD Mi MD M see
MD&G MD&G day before yesterday
MQ&( MQ&r( break (tr)
MD MD lend
MDA MDA sting (v)
MQA MQA burn
MDA MI MDAr MI saw (wood) (v)
HI HI we (incl.)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
Cl CD KMIA ClrCDr KMIAr accompany
HD J KMIA HD J K MIAr assemble, meet together
CDN CDN slice
CDE CDE descend, go down
CDE CDE flow
CD CD peel (v) cocoa yam, cassava
CIGG >CIGG laugh
Cl(CD& >CI|(CD& smile
Z >7Z beg (for money)
N >N bend down, stoop
N E >N E bow (as in greeting)
N G >N>G (be) good
ECD >ECD down
ECD >ECD put down
NCD >NCD (be) deep (when referring to water)
T T (be) abundant
_ _ add
_ _ increase (intr)
u u drown (intr)
KL KL bale out (canoe, boat)
P P put back (liquid)
KLNNE KrL NN>E harvesttime (rice)
JCD JCD suck
K-L K-L vomit (V)
-CIA -CIA (be) silent
L L kick
L L shoot (arrow)
G& G& chew




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
L&(HI L&r(HI listen
LE N L E@N nine (9)
LAHD LAHD five (5)
GHD G HD thousand (1000)
L L three (3)
GGA-G G GAr-G olden times
L GKL L GKL (be) expensive
G NMD G NMD (be) stubborn
L HD L HD (be) hard
L HD L HD (be) strong (physically)
L HQ L HQ forget
L HI L HI (be) big
MD HI MD HI (be) seated
MD HI MD HI sit
MQA MQAr blow (horn)
MDA -MI MDAr -MlI shiver, tremble
MD HI MD HI enter, go in
CD&E CD&E shell (groundnuts) (v)
HDAHI HDAHI carry on head
HDAHI HDAHI pick up
CDE CDE bring up (a child)
CDE CDE lead, guide (v)
CDE CDE show
CDE CDE teach
CDE CDE father
CDEK CD& CDEK CD& father-in-law
CDKL& KG HD CDKL& K G HL grandparent
N ClI N ClI wipe off (excreta)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N CD NCD hold on / stand (command)
NCD NCD stand
N&(CD N&r(CD drag
N&(CD N&r(CD pull
N&(Z N&r(Z hesitate
E&CD E&CD dig
E&CI N N&(Cl E&CI N N&r(Cl harvest season (yellow yam)
E&CI &MD E&CI &MDr harvesttime (cocoa yams)
N Nr move (intr)
N Nr send (someone to do something)
N Nr send (something to someone)
T T sell
SCIS SCIrS spit
S S cough (v)
L rL dwell, inhabit
G HI rGHi light (fire) (v)
G rG only
GG rGrG all
GG régrG whole
CQ rcQ (be) small
CQ rcQ few
CQ rcQ dry out (clothes)
HQA r HQAr castrate
HIA G r HIAr G defecate
CD N rCDrN (be) sweet
T rT burst
T rT pierce
TJ r7d bless, praise (someone)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
K rkK (be) straight
KL rkKL pluck (feathers)
KCI rKCl jump (v)
JCD rJCbD tie (knot)
-CDE r-CDE limp
JG JG insult (v)
K K meet, encounter
KL KL limestone
KJ KJ congratulate
KJ KJ praise (n)
KJ KJ thank
J&CD J&CD weave
K&CD K&CD plait, braid (hair)
J&-CD J&-CD shoot (v) gun
JG JG deny
K CDE K&(-CD K3CDE K&r(-CD he is funny (making play)
K(MI K(MI cliff
K O& JO& hawk
JJCD JJCD day after tomorrow
JL JrL liquid
J L NHI JrL NHI intestine
K MQ KrMQ slave
J CQ JrCQr journey, trip (n)
J CQ JrCQr movement
J-L Jr-L beak, bill
J -L Jr-L front (of something)
J-L Jr-L mouth
J -CQ Jr-CQ current (river, stream)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
JHDJ ,0&0 JHD J r,0&0 God (supreme being)
K-0& K-0O& rainy season
KHIG Kr(HI G vein
K(CIACD Kr(CIArCD lime
KCD EK LHD K CD@E K@L HD white man
JMQ JMQ nasal mucus, snot
JMQ JMQ phlegm
JS JS beehive
JJL JJL valley
JJL JJL valley
J ClI J 3ClI prison
K3E NCQ Kr?E NCQ mouse
K3J CD Kr?2JrCD sap
JG JG leaf
KG KG story (tale)
JL JL rope
JL JL string (n)
K G& K G& namesake
JO JO basket
KL KL woman
KG K&G EK KG K&G EK potter
KGL KGL between
KGL KGL floor
KGL KGL middle
KMQ KMQ cup
KCI KCI bride
KClJCI KCI JCI widow
KCI G KCI G wife




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
J,L Jr,L cover (of book)
K,L K& KrL K& bedbug
J MI& Jr,MI& bottle
J,CIE MD Jr,CIE3MD buttock (one side)
JJ JJ death
JJ JJ funeral (at occasion of death)
KK KK clothes
JP -GAHQ JP -GArHQ river bank
KJN CD KJN>CD eyebrow
KKJL O KKJrLrO armpit
KKJ -CD&(E KKJr-CD&r(E wall
J-LHI NT- J-LHI NT- skull
J-L J-L skin (of man)
K-MD K-MD talking drum
J-MQ J-MQ horn
J -MI MI J -MI MI (be) middle aged
J -Ml J -Ml tree
J-Ml J-MlI wood
J-ClI J-ClI bone
J-ClI J-ClI crevice
K-CI CD CDCD K-CI CD CDICD harvesttime (groundnuts)
J-ClI J-Clr shoulder
JMIMD JMIMD cassava, manioc
JCQ CD JCQrrCD orange
JYE JYE noise, sound (n)
KJ KJ tobacco
K-CI K-CI place
K&(CQ K&(CQ beehive (in pot)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
K&(-O K&r(-O footprint (human)
J&(-O -TNTJ J&(-O -TNTJ hen
K&(-G -TN O& K&r(-G -T N@O& track (animal) (n)
J&(-CI J&(-CI owner
K&(-Cl K&r(-Cl honour (v)
K&(-CI-MD KCD K&r(-C1-MD KCD host
J&MQ J&MQ neck
J&CI J&CI poison (n)
J&CI J&CI poison (on arrow)
J&CI J&CI stinger
J&CI J&CI venom (of snake)
J&CQ J&CQr shoot (new plant)
JL JL paddle (n)
KL CD CD KL CD CD believe
K G HI K G HI other (men)
KMQ KMQ elephant
J MQ& J MQ& groom
J MQ& J MQ& husband
KMI&NTJ KMI&NTJ rooster (cock)
K MI&(MD M K MI&r(MD Ml man (male)
K MQA K MQAr (be) together
K MIA K-L& K MIAr K-L& relative (by blood)
K MD K MD human being, person
KMD K (KHI KMD K (KHI butcher (n)
KMD KE , G KMD KET,G poor man
KMD K J(J KMD K J(J hunter
KMD K K&CI KMD K K&CI weaver
KMD KJ,S KMD KJr,S dead person




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
KMD KK CI KMD KKCI old person
KMD KS NGHDHD KMD KS NG HDHD trader
KMD K-MD-L E J KMD K-MD -L E>J fisherman
KMD -T E MI&MI KMD -T E MI&M| messenger
J L JrL hoe small (n)
K MQHD KrMQHD boundary (of field)
J -L Jrr-L door, doorway cover
J HI&L J HI&L bat
J J&(MD Ml J J&r(MD M tongue
K OHD K@O HD (be) red
JO J@O lower grinding stone
J E&N J@E&N (be) selfish
JALHI JAr L HI foot
KA M| KAr Ml mother
KAMINTJ KArMINTJ mother chicken
KA MI&MD MD

KAr Ml &MD r n MD

dung beetle
JAP JAr P feather
KA -MD ,CQ KAr-MD ,CQ (be) awake, alert
KA-MD N G KAr -MD >N>G (be) healthy, (be) well
KA -CD KAr-CD book
JA -ClI JAr -Cl grasshopper (med)
K,J,K K,J,K (be) white
KE K>Er ring (finger)
JJCI JJCI farm
J-LA J -LAr river
JL JL country, ethnic area
JL JL world
JL J -G JLrJr-G

lip




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
KLHI KL HI elder
J MlI J Ml grass
J Mi J M weeds
J Ml J Ml pestle, pounding stick
JMQ JMQ roof
J MI& J MI& work (n)
J MQ&( J MQ&r( leaf stem
J HQA JHQA load (v)
JHQA J HQA load, burden (n)
J ClI J ClI quarrel
JG JrG tail
KL KrL witch (female)
K LKL KrL K3L prostitute
JO JrO bridge
K MD KrMD canoe
J CI&(HIE JrCIl&r(HIE drizzle
K HI KrHI leftovers
JS JrS blessing
J-L Jr-L anus
J -CQ Jr-CQ (be) alone
KJCDJ KJCDJ brain
JJJL JJJL lamp, torch
JJ& JJ& gun
JL JLrr rock (large)
KL O KL@O guest, visitor
JN JN poorly
JE JE dance (n)
J-L HI J-L HI bundle (n)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
J-L J-L grave
J-LHD J-L3HD trap (n)
J-MQ J-MQ speak, talk
J-MQ J-MQ speech, discourse
K-MQ K-MQ language
J-MD J-MD grow (of plants)
K-MD K-MD daughter-in-law
K-MD K-MD sister-in-law
K-MD K-MD son-in-law
J-MlI J-Mlrr whistle (V)
J-MQ J-MQrr comb (of rooster)
J-Cl J-Cl fever
J-Cl J-Cl month
J-Cl J-Cl moon
J-ClJCD J-ClJCD new moon
J-Cl J-O& J-Cl J-O& moonlight
J-Cl& J-Cl& fired ground
J-CIA J-CIA abdomen (external)
J-P J-Pr fire
K-JCD K-JCD powder (something that's been ground
J-JL J-JL rain
J-JLJJ&CD J-JLJJ&CD thunder
L E&kAAD';D A1 3.0 L K&LAr HD HD E>MD& lightning
K-K G-L K-K G-L sand
J-JCD J-JCD palm
K-J&L K-J&L (be) alive
K-J&L K-J&L life




Tentative lyive alphabet

IPA English Gloss
K-J&L K-J&L soul, spirit (of living person)
J-JKCD-J J-JKCD-J dust
KL K3L friend
J OA J3OAr rafter
JMQ J3MQ thank you
JHI J3HI food
KE K3E thief
KE K3E (be) black
L L come
L CI&CD L CI&CD bring
L HD MD Ml L HD MD Ml milipedes
G3G Gr?G crickets
G,L Gr,L whips
L,O Lr,O mortars
LGHIG LGHIG onions
LL LL children
G HD HD HD N3N&CIG3&D HD HD N r?N&C13G& descendant
GAHI GAHI cry, weep
GAHI GAHI groan (with pain)
GAHI GAHI wail, ululate (at funeral) (v)
G GHQ G>G HQ fishing lines
GLG GrLG potatoes
G HI G HI carry (child) on back
GO G30 combs
MD(MI MD(MI cliffs
MD MQ MDrMQ slaves
MD G L MD G L floors
MD MQ MD MQ cups




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
MDA MI &MVD MD MDAr MI &MD rr MD dung beetles
MD MD MD MD canoes
HI &CD HI &CD how many?
HIO N N HD HD HIONNHDHD pain (n)
HD(CDE HD(CD E gardens
X(HD G X(HD G baboons
HD(-G L HD(-G L scorpions
HD(-CI HD(-CI pawpaws
HD MI&HD G&G HD r>MI&HD G&G dragonflies
HD -CQ& HD -CQ& termite hills
HD MQ HD MQ partridges (red legs)
HD MD MD HD MD MD praying mantises
CD CICD CD CICD groundnuts
CDK CDKr cattle egret
HI MQ HI MQ phlegms
HD G ,G HD Gr,G coffins
HD G G& HD G@G& lions
HI L HI HI L HI women
HD G JL HD G JL markets
HD MD MI MD HD MD M| MD butterflies
HD MD&(MI HD MD&(MI plantains
HD HD(MD HD HD(MD mats
HD HD (HDHD L HIOHDHDr(HDHDLrH|Or spiders
HD CD3E HD CDr?E jiggers
HD HD MI HI MD HD HD MIHI MD frogs (sm)
HD HD MD HD HD MG forests
HD HD MD HD HD MD fishtraps
HD HD MDA M HD HD MDAr MI frogs (Ig)




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
HD HD OA HD HD OAr lizards
HDHD CD CICD HDHDCDfCICD geckoes
HD E(K HD E(K grasshoppers (Ig)
HDN GA GA HD N 3GAr 3GAr marshes
HDN MD HD N 3MD latrines
HD N G HI HD N G HI twins
HDNN E HDNN E mudwasps
HD N3NA E3NA HD N r?NAr B r?NA shadows
HDEGG HDEGG hoes (Ig)
HD N MQ& HD N MQ& barren women
HD N MDA N3N&CI HD N MDAr N r?N&CI spines
HDN _ HDN _ barks
HD N,MQ HD N,MQ goiters
HDN O HDNO toothsticks
HIE CQ HIE>CQ orphans
HDN MI MD Ml HDN MI MD Ml pestles
HD N PA HD N PAr pools
HDNST HDNST cockroaches
HI ,L HD HI HIr,L HD HI tax (n)
HD ,L K& HD r,L K& bedbugs
HD KMD HD KMD talking drums
HD K K& HD K K& chameleons
HD K&-L HD K&-L chests
CDK CDKr hoes (med)
HDJG HDJG nails
CD CD keep, save
HI JG HI HI JG HI adultery
HD&G MQ HD&G MQ hornbills




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
HD&GA -P HD&GAr -Pr flames
HD&G HD&G (be) born
HD&G-S HD&G-S cottons
HD&G K MD MD HD&G3K MD3MD silks (on corn)
CD&(CQ CD&r(CQ crocodiles
HD&MQ HD&MQ r cocoyams
HD&MD MD HD&MD rr MD maggots
HD&CI N N HD&CI@N N cats
HD&CD J J HD&CDrJrJ calves (leg)
HD&K MQ HD&K MQ'r hernias
HD&K -L HD&Kr -L clitorises
HD MQ HD MQ elephants
HD MI&(MD MD MI HD MI&r(MD MD Ml men
HD MI&HD Ml HD MI&HD Ml husbands
HD L HDrL abstain
HD L HDrL deny
HD L HDrL forbid
HD L HDrL prevent
HD L HDrL refuse
CD N CDrN (be) sticky
HIA MI HIAr Ml mothers
CIAK CIArKr caterpillars
HI M1 HI HD HI HI M1 HI HD HI beggars
HDCDE HDCDE fathers
HI L HirL witchcraft
HI HDA HIl r HDAr dwelling place of the dead (spiritual)
HI -CIHD E HIr-CIHD E lonliness
HD KL HD KL limestones




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
HDJHDJ HDJHDJ brains
HDL O HD L@O guests
CDCD CDCD fishing nets
HD-GE -G HD-G E>-G grinding stones (upper)
HD-K G-L HD-K G-L sands
N N (be) ruined, (be) spoiled
N N destroy, spoil
EK -G EKr-G curse (V)
E HIHIHD HI E r>HI HI HD HI fear (n)
E CIEHDHI Er>CIEHD HI frighten
EE Er>E medicines
E MI MI E MI MI empty shells
E(T Er(T stumble
EL EL things
E MIHD HI E MIHD HI chairs
E Ml E MI skins
E&S&J E&S&J bells
E LAHI E LAr Hi beds
N MD N MD crowd
ECD ECD dance (V)
EAE EAE EArE EArE (be) round
EAEE EArEE roll (to make round)
EE E>E faces
EL EL war
E Ml E Ml heads
E HI E HI walking sticks
N -L HD HI N -L HD HI insult (n)
N MQ MD N MQ MD compound, house




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
EL E3L friends
E G HI E3G HI stomach (internal)
E G HI E3G HI womb
E G HI EG HD HO E3G HI EG HD HD stomachache, upset stomach
EMQ E3MQ fishhooks
EECDE ESECDE domestic animals
ETMI E3T MI yams
S S they (human)
-L -L put, place, set
-L -L wear clothes
-G -G kill, murder
-R -R grind
-LE L& -LEr>L& sing
-G E N&G -G E>N&G (be) patient
-L EMI -L E3MI prepare oneself (get ready)
-LEE -L Er>E poison (a person) (v)
-L EGHI -L EGHI (be) pregnant
-L-Cl L S& -L-Cl L S& advise
-L -L child
-L NL -L NL piece
-G K-T GE CD -G K-T GE>CD pupil (of eye)
-G KNN -G KNN firstborn
-G KG -G KG daughter
-G KG -G KG girl
-G KHDMD -G KHD MD young man
-G KMD&(MD MD -G KMD&r(MD MD boy
-G KMD&(MD MD -G KMD&r(MD MD son
-G K CD -G KrCD baby




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
-G -T-G -G& -G -T-G -G& grandchild
-GNA(G KL -GNATr(G KL sister (elder/younger)
-G NA (G JMI&(MD MEG NA (G J MI&(MD Ml brother (elder/younger)
-GE -G -G EBE>-G upper grinding stone
-Mi -MlI wash (clothes, utensils)
-MI E MI -MI E3MI bathe, wash oneself
-MQ -MQr fetch (firewood)
-MQ -MQ harvest (maize) (v)
-MD HIN,G -MD HIN,G judge (v)
-MD HIK L -MD HIK L chat (v)
-MD N L -MD N>L grow up
-MQ -MQrr shave (v)
-MDA HD -MDAr HD (be) loose, slack
-Ml -MlI (be) soft
-MD MI -MD Ml count (V)
-Cl -Cl you (masc., sing.)
-CQ -CQ breathe
-CQ -CQ rest
-CD -CD he (human)
-CDE -CDE sweep
-K GN JHDK -K GNrrJHDK contradict
-J&G -J&G (be) dry
-J&G -J&G dry up, evaporate
-K -Kr abandon
-K -K'r leave (something somewhere)
-K P -KrrP stir
-KAHD -KAHD resemble
-KA -G -KAr -G hear




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
-KA -G -KAr -G listen
-KCD -KCD (be) clean
L 3L eat
G&HI 3G&HI buy
L 3L (be) lying down
L 3L sleep (V)
L NG 3L N@G lie down
M 3M° announce
MD MD 3MD 3MD (be) rich
MD HI 3MD HI throw
MD HI 3MD HI throw away, get rid of
Cl 3ClI steal
CDhZz 3CDz learn
CDE 3CDE make / do
CDELG 3CDELG (be) amusing, funny
CDENGHI 3CDENGH boast, brag
CcQ 3CQ (be) sharp
CDHD& 3CDHD& sheeze (V)
CQ 3CQ lean against (intr)
CDE 3CDE avoid
CDE 3CDE hide (tr)
A 3N bury
ECD 3ECD (be) dirty
N L 3N L stamp (with foot)
N 3N> rub
EG 3EG call (someone)
EG 3EG invite
ECD 3ECD (be) sated




Tentative lyive alphabet IPA English Gloss
N 3N (be) full
N 3N fill
SJ HI 3SJrHI flee, run away from
u 3u go
JG 3JG (be) bitter
KG 3KG (be) heavy
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